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All grown up and ready 
to step out of the 

Kardashian’s shadows, 
this is Kendall Jenner’s 
turn in the spotlight. And 

it’s one that’s burning 
very, very bright 

Styling by SAlly mAtthewS 
Photography by JOhN RUSSO 

Dress, Dhs50,686, Calvin 
Klein Collection. Bracelet, 

Dhs8,575, Lanvin. Ring, 
Dhs7,800, Bil Arabi 
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Theinterview 
Earrings, Dhs1,625, Oscar de la Renta at Saks Fifth 
Avenue. Ring, Bil Arabi. Bracelet, Kendall’s own. 
Dress, Dhs38,690, Fendi. Shoes, Dhs7,000, Versace 

hile the temperature is soaring on the set of Harper’s Bazaar Arabia’s cover shoot with Kendall Jenner, w
it’s not just the relentless LA sun that’s sizzling. Kendall is wearing 
a stunning black backless Gucci gown that clings to her statuesque model 
figure, and it’s enough to stop traffic – literally. Men in their nearby 
motors are honking their horns approvingly while a group of workmen 
down the street offer enthusiastic wolf whistles. It has the potential to be 
an intimidating audience but not for Kendall, who continues with the 
take – the first glimpse at a seasoned professional who’s grown up in the 
spotlight. Seemingly oblivious to her overzealous new fan club, Kendall 
carries on regardless. Once the shoot’s wrapped, Kendall scuttles away, 
iPhone in hand, to post a video straight to her blog stating that the wolf-
whistling guys were “grossing her out”. If you hadn’t been privy to the 
catcalls, however, you would never have known. Any other 17 year old in 
similar circumstances might have crumpled with embarrassment. But 
not Kendall. She’s all about getting the job done. 

But then again, we must remind ourselves that, while she might still 
live at home, Kendall isn’t your average 17-year-old. As the daughter of 
reality TV matriarch Kris Jenner and former Olympic athlete Bruce 
Jenner, she’s half-sister to the Kardashian trio: Kim, Kourtney and 
Khloé. As such, Kendall, and her younger sister Kylie, 15, have spent 
their formative years with the constant presence of television cameras 
trailing their every move for Keeping Up With The Kardashians. With the 
eighth season airing this summer, the family’s every nuance is under the 
watchful eye of over three million viewers. And with that in mind, what’s 
a little catcalling between friends? 

“I don’t really pay attention to guys driving by making stupid little 
comments. It’s fine, it’s not really a big deal,” she shrugs off. “I just do 
my job, I try not to let it bother me or make me uncomfortable.” ➤ 
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“I’m constantly criticised for being
 
too skinny. What people don’t understand
 

is that calling someone too skinny
 
is the same as calling someone too fat; 


it’s not a nice feeling”
 

Dress, Dhs28,000, Dior.
 
Ring, Dhs7,800, Bil Arabi.
 
Shoes, Dhs3,245, Matthew
 
Williamson. Bracelet,
 
Kendall’s own
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Jacket, Dhs16,300; bra top, 
Dhs4,800; trousers, Dhs9,100, all 

Versace. Shoes, Dhs3,107, Roberto 
Cavalli. Earrings, Dhs1,625, Oscar 
de la Renta at Saks Fifth Avenue. 

Cuffs, Bil Arabi 
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Theinterview 

She remains unflinchingly unfazed when the paparazzi are also tipped 
off about Bazaar’s shoot location and descend like picture-starved 
vultures. But what of this constant trail of paparazzi? “Sometimes you 
have days when you don’t want to be bothered and you’ll be bothered 
wherever you go. And yeah, that’s a little annoying, but I mean, I have 
to live with it,” she says. 

For the last six years, life for Kendall resembles that of a goldfish bowl 
– ever since she returned from summer camp in 2007, aged 11, to find 
her life was about to change irrevocably. 

“In the beginning, Kylie and I didn’t really have much to say [about 
the reality show], we didn’t really know what was going on. I came home 
from camp and my mum said, ‘We might have a TV show’, and I was 
like, ‘Oh, okay’. Like, I didn’t really care, then it just gradually grew from 
there and it gradually grew on us.” 

Since then, the Kardashian cult has exploded into a raven-haired mass 
of endorsement deals, spin-off shows and global fashion lines – while 
‘Mom-ager’ Kris has been credited for reinventing the face of celebrity 
branding. The family are said to net an estimated US$65 million a year. 
But don’t go thinking it’s all about the three elder Kardashian sisters, as 
there’s a new sister on the block, and she’s snapping at their Louboutin’ed 
heels. In a slow-but-steady approach to staking her claim in the spotlight, 
Kendall already has two nail lacquers from the Nicole OPI nail brand 
named after her (All Kendall’ed and Kendall on the Katwalk); co-hosted 
[US talk show] The View; she’s a brand ambassador for Seventeen 
magazine; is signed to Wilhelmena Models, with campaigns for Forever 
21 and Sherri Hill; she and Kylie have their own clothing line; they’re 
writing a book together; she was recently voted among Zimbio’s ‘Most 
Influential Women Under 30’; oh, and just the small fact that she, 
herself, is worth a reported US$2 million in her own right. Not bad for 
someone that’s not yet out of their teens. 

She’s an astute young lady, too. Something of a social networking 
stalwart, Kendall fully understands the benefits of self-promotion in the 
blogosphere, having just launched one with Kylie called Kendallandkylie. 
celebbuzz.com. All the more impressive, however, is that she’s racked up 
over four million devotees on her Instagram page. But despite her 
constant picture feed (Kendall by a pool, Kendall with Khloé’s new 
puppy, Kendall on a shoot...) she insists she is essentially a private 
person. Her mother’s daughter, she nonetheless recognises the business 
benefits in accruing a loyal fan base. “I’m a very loyal and very private 
person when it comes to my personal life. But I obviously do have 
Twitter and Instagram, and I will share some of the things I’m doing,” 
she explains. “I like to promote my work when I’m at a photoshoot. 
I love to take pictures of myself or with the crew. But my personal life, 
I try to keep to myself as much as I can. I mean, I do get that I have 
a reality TV show, so it’s kind of contradicting myself, but at the same 
time, I’m trying to stay a little more private.” 

You’d be excused for wondering if over four million strangers having an 
immediate insight into her life might seem a little intimidating, perhaps, 
for someone who was not so long ago, verging on chronically shy. “It’s 
actually insane to me! I always say this to my little sister, I cannot believe 
four million people are looking at what I’m doing at all times. It kind 
freaks me out and gives me a little anxiety sometimes.” Where there are 
fans, however, there are also ‘enemies’ (or rather, cynics) and the criticism 
that comes with the territory has a bitter sting in its tail. “I’m constantly 
criticised because I’m too skinny for some people, so when I post random 
pictures of me by the pool and people say, ‘Eugghh, you’re so skinny’, it’s 
not a nice feeling.” Crediting her slimness to inheriting her father’s fast 
metabolism, she adds: “I’m trying to gain weight but my body won’t let 
it happen. What people don’t understand is that calling someone too 
‘skinny’ is the same as calling someone too ‘fat’.” 

Having witnessed Kendall’s turn in front of the camera, like a cool, 
calm seasoned pro, it’s hard to recall the days when Kendall would be 
overcome by shyness. “It’s true, I used to be so shy. I used to never talk, 
just sit back and do my thing,” she explains. “I was never bullied though, 
and it was never like it was something that needed to be ‘fixed’, like 
being shy is a bad thing. I am still pretty shy but I’ve gotten much better 
because I’m always on set for photoshoots and I’m always filming with 
my family.” ➤ 

“I’m  following my own career 
path and I don’t really care what 
other people have to say. I’m just 

doing my own thing” 

Dress, Dhs11,950,
 
Marc Jacobs
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Cape, Dhs3,880, Ayesha
 
Depala. Body suit, stylist’s
 
own. Necklace, Dhs2,258,
 
Emilio Pucci at Stylebop. Ring,
 
Dhs444, LeiVanKash at S*uce.
 
Bracelet, Kendall’s own
 

“I’m almost 18 years old, which some people don’t 
really understand, they still think I’m a 9-year-old girl 

– I just don’t want to be held back” 

Dress, Dhs13,400, Gucci. Hat, 
Dhs668, Juicy Couture at 
Stylebop. Necklace, Dhs9,075; 
bracelet (left), Dhs8,575, 
both Lanvin. Bracelet (right), 
Kendall’s own 
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It’s her family, in fact, that she partly credits for pulling her out of her 
shell and allowing her to find her voice. Her big sisters have also become 
something of a sounding board for Kendall. “I go to them for different 
things,” she explains. Khloé is like my second mum, so whenever my 
little sister and I are fighting or we’re fighting with our parents, we call 
Khloé. Kourtney is very, realistic with things. She will tell you the cold, 
hard truth, even if it will make you cry, so whatever you’re dealing with, 
if you want to talk to her, she’ll be very realistic. Then Kim is super
smart and really tech-savvy, too. She’s been through a lot, so we can go 
to Kim with anything and she’ll have literally the best advice.” 

However, there’s one sister in particular who can be held almost solely 
responsible for transforming Kendall’s confidence, Kylie. “My little sister 
would always be the one to bring me out of my little phase because she 
was so outgoing and, like, crazy. I wanted to be like her and looked up 
to my little sister. She helped me come out more.” 

As testament to their close relationship, the sisters launched their 
‘Kendall & Kylie’ fashion line with Californian brand PacSun earlier this 
year and are currently penning a sci-fi novel together (who knew!), due 
out this summer. Kendall attests that while Kylie’s the one she fights 
with the most (“over little things, like clothes, or what we want to eat for 
dinner”), the easiness of their friendship is facilitated by their contrasting 
personalities: Kylie the outspoken one, Kendall the peacekeeper. 

“I’m definitely the peacekeeper, 100 per cent!” she laughs. “I want 
everything to be easy and smooth and she’s more, ‘No, I want it my way’. 
Not that that’s a bad thing. I think in situations like that when you’re 
working together, it’s important to get both perspectives.” 

With two creative minds becoming one, their fashion line – featuring 
laid-back LA casuals and edgy denims – has proven a runaway success. 
At their LA launch in February, SWAT teams had to be called in to 
control the crowds of crazed fans. Not your everyday turn of events. And 
the sisters found time during New York Fashion Week earlier this year to 
walk the runway in the Heart Truth’s Red Dress Fashion Show, alongside 
Minka Kelly and Kelly Osbourne. Treading the boards in a head-to-toe 
red Badgley Mischka gown, the aspiring model looked very much at 
home. “I get nervous before, but when I’m on the runway it goes away 
and I just have fun with it. It’s like an adrenaline rush for me.” 

With modelling the path she’s mapped out for herself, Kendall was 
endearingly excited to be Bazaar Arabia’s cover model, especially 
following in the footsteps of big sister Kim, whose October 2011 cover 
was our biggest-selling issue to date. “It’s amazing and such an honour. 
The outfits were amazing and the make-up was phenomenal,” she tells 
us. “Kim is always so supportive of my modelling, so I know she’ll be 
really excited to see the pictures.” 

Refreshingly mesmerised by the clothes on set of our shoot, (in 
particular the blue patterned Cavalli blazer she wore with a cream body 
suit and black Versace heels), she loves dressing up in general: “It’s one of 
my favourite parts of the photoshoot, being able to go through the 
clothes with the stylist and put cool outfits together. I get obsessed and 
then try to steal the clothes!” she admits, though confirms nothing was 
‘swiped’ from the Bazaar shoot. However, it seems fashion’s something 
of a new affection for Kendall. Take away the Marc Jacobs, Roberto 
Cavalli and Versace, wipe off the make-up and a stripped back Kendall 
is a happier Kendall. “I like to be the more styled person and I like it 
when I’m dressed cute and stuff as that’s when I feel good, and I prefer 
being like that than dressing casual, but I guess it’s just easier to dress 
comfortable. Plus, if I do dress up but where clothes that I’m not sure 
about, I feel all awkward and start hunching over,” she admits. While 
citing Blake Lively as her fashion inspiration, and adding that her own 
style is “literally thrown on”, Kendall’s off-duty fail-safe is simple: shorts, 
T-shirts and yoga pants, favouring relaxed, low-key Californian casuals 
– more Kourtney’s eclectic style than Kim’s high-voltage glamour. Her 
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Jacket, Dhs8,956, Roberto Cavalli. Body 
suit, stylist’s own. Shoes, Dhs7,000, 
Versace. Necklace, Dhs4,922, Eddie 

Borgo at Stylebop. Rings, Dhs1,330 each, 
both Oscar de la Renta at Saks Fifth 

Avenue. Make-up: Kate Goodwin. Hair: 
Guy Romeo. Phoptographer’s assistants: 

Jason Bush and Dustin Huntington. Art 
director: Claire Lambert. With thanks 
to The Montage Hotel Beverley Hills, 

Montagebeverlyhills.com 

go-to brands are Free People (her most recent splurge, where “I spent so 
much money, I didn’t even realise until I got to the cash register!”) and 
Planet Blue for its indie-boho vibe. “I’m very into the hot summery 
weather right now, so I’ve just been getting a bunch of cute shorts and 
baggy tops.” For spring, however, the on-trend catwalk look she’ll be 
adhering to is cropped tees, such as the graphic designs seen at Balenciaga. 

When given the chance, however, Kendall’s not shy at ramping it up. 
Whether she’s rocking a Kimberly Taylor cocktail gown, a Motel Goldie 
mini or a figure-accentuating Bebe dress, her after-dark look is faultless. 
She mixes designer staples (like her Christian Louboutin pointed stud 
heels, a Christmas present from Khloé) with basics from her favourites, 
H&M, Zara and Urban Outfitters. One of her red carpet highs was an 
Alice + Olivia blouse teamed with a simple green skirt from H&M at 
a Teen Vogue party. Refreshingly relaxed, but highly styled nonetheless. 

It seems that ‘Kendall the model’ is riding high on the crest of her 
fame, admitting “I think I have more fun now.” And, despite the oft 
cynical accusations that she’s more riding the coat-tails of her famous 
sisters, she’s determined to carve out her own career. “I’m trying my best 
with what I want to do, which is modelling. I think I’m on my own 
career path and I don’t really care what other people have to say about 
me being in the spotlight of my sisters. I’m just doing my own thing.” 

So determined is Kendall to make her own mark, she’s making the 
conscious decision to professionally move away from her sister Kylie. “We 
do a lot of stuff together but we’ve got to do our own things for ourselves. 
We’re trying to kind of separate from the ‘kiddy-sisterly’ photoshoots, 
so we can be seen as two different people. Stuff like our clothing line is fun 
to do together, to get each other’s opinions on clothes, but we do need to 
separate ourselves from each other – not as sisters, but from the spotlight.” 

With a fierce streak of independence, Kendall dismisses tabloid 
speculation that her media-savvy mum Kris is behind her career success, 
insisting she makes her own decisions – and that she’s not afraid to fly in 
the face of Brand Kardashian. “I’ve always had a say in what I do. My 
mum would always come to me and ask if I wanted to do something that 
she thought was amazing,” she explains. “She’d be like, ‘Oh my god, you 
have to do this’, and I’d be like, ‘No, no thanks!’She’ll still push me but 
I’ve always, always had a say and ultimately it’s my decision.” 

Rather than rely on her family name, Kendall’s keen to cut her teeth 
in the world of modelling and hone the craft on her own terms. That is, 
with a little assistance from esteemed Victoria’s Secret photographer, 
Russell James. “He’s been working with me, and kind of mentoring me,” 
she explains. “We both have the same views and are interested in doing 
something different with modelling, like bringing awareness to different 
subjects through the work. We’re like best friends now!” With Russell as 
her career coach, we wonder if this is a sign of times to come? Perhaps 
a calling to step into the high-heeled shoes of Alessandra Ambrosio and 
Miranda Kerr et al as this generation’s first ‘Angel’? Watch this space. 

Kendall may have less than two decades on her side, but there’s 
a smart head resting on her shoulders – and she is acutely aware of the 
influence she wields over her legions of fans. “It’s always in my mind 
a little bit, but at the same time, I want to be able to live my life, have 
fun and do what I want. I’m almost 18 now, which some people don’t 
really understand – they still think I’m a nine-year-old girl. My friends 
and family keep me 100 per cent grounded and I know we’re extremely 
blessed to have what we do, but I just don’t want to be held back.” 

If her family history is anything to go by, there won’t be any holding 
this girl back: she’s astute, polite, professional, and exceptionally 
grounded, with a clear cut career path of her own making. In this business 
that goes a very long way. Every now and then, however, it’s back to being 
a 17-year-old. “Chores?” she laughs, “Yes, I have chores. Mainly to keep 
my bedroom clean and to tidy up after ourselves.” See, while you can take 
the Kardashian out of Kendall, sometimes you can’t take out the kid! ■ 
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