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LOVE &
LEGACY

To mark Father’s Day this month, we meet three women who’ve 
followed in their dad’s professional footsteps.  

THE PRS
Jill O’Herlihy, 39, worked with her father Bill, 76, 
in the family’s PR firm, O’Herlihy Communications, 
for 17 years. She left last year to pursue her solo 
career ambitions and spend more time with her 
husband and their two children.

I can’t remember ever 
fighting with Dad, which 
might sound unbelievable, 
but we’ve always had a 

wonderful relationship. It helps 
that we share the same sense of 
humour.

“It was almost written in the 
stars that I would go and work 
for him. I remember as a teenager 
sitting around the kitchen table 
listening to my dad talk about 
work. The world of PR sounded 
so glamorous to me with all the 
trips and junkets and celebrities.  

“As soon as I was old enough 
to pack envelopes, I’d spend my 
summers interning at his firm. 
After doing a degree in marketing 
and a postgrad in public relations, 
I went to work with him full-time 
at the age of 21. I started at the 
bottom and learned from the 
ground up. I was the one making 
400 phone calls and standing by 
the fax machine for seven hours 
sending out press releases, but it 
was all very exciting for me. 

“Dad definitely made me pay 
my dues. There were people being 
promoted all around me, and I 
was still at ‘squirt’ level, as Dad 
called it. It was frustrating, but I 
understood why. There are some 

children who go into the family 
business and straight away are 
given the big chair in the big 
meetings. But you have to learn.

“Dad taught me never to be 
afraid to ask a question, no 
matter how stupid, and to always 
do your most difficult task first. 
He says he’s learned a lot from 
me too. He’s often said he’s in 
awe of the way I can work a 
room and talk to everybody. Dad 
cried when I finally moved out 
of the family home at the age of 
26. Funnily enough, I ended up 
marrying a man just like him!

“Last year, I made the difficult 
decision to leave the family firm. 
With two children, I wanted more 
work/life balance. A PR job came 
up at Mental Health Ireland and 
I grabbed it. Telling Dad was a 
difficult conversation, but he told 
me he was happy if I was happy. 
It was a very emotional exchange 
and I was bawling by the end of 
it. 

“Despite his success, I 
remember my dad being around 
a lot as a child. He always made 
time for us. Even now, he’s still 
the first person I go to for advice, 
and I know he’ll be there for me 
no matter what.”

‘He taught me never to be afraid 
to ask a question and to always 
do your most di�  cult task � rst’
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“Dad and I are 
doing something 
that we absolutely 
we love - and we’re 
doing it together”

LEGACY

Dad and I have a very strong relationship. I’ve worked at 
home with him since I was 18. Every day, I’m working 
side by side with him. We start mucking out the horses 
at 7am; then we ride them out, stop for lunch; then go 

back to the yard from 3pm to 5pm. The rest of my family say my 
dad and I are extremely alike. I am mad about him, and I know he’s 
mad about me. It’s great; I love it. We’re doing something that we 
absolutely love, and we’re doing it together. 

“Of course, we have our disagreements. 
There are times when I rub him up the wrong 
way, and he rubs me up the wrong way 
sometimes too, but we always have it out. 
With Dad, if something has to be said, he’ll 
just say it. He doesn’t let an argument brew. I 
learned that from him. And if he’s not happy 
with something I’ve done, or a decision I’ve 
made, he’ll say it. If I need a telling off, I get 
one! Then, it’s all forgotten about. 

“I’ve always been a daddy’s girl, and I always knew I wanted to 
follow my dad into the horsing world. I was born into a horsing 
family: Dad’s father before him worked with horses. But it was 
never something that was forced upon me. From the time I was 
about five and was up on a pony, I loved being out in the yard, and 
I loved being around the horses. I knew it was something that I had 
a natural flair for and something I loved. Seeing Dad’s success in 

the industry, gave me inspiration that I could do it. 
“Working in the family business, I’m learning from Dad every 

day. He has taught me a lot in my career, particularly about the 
importance of having manners and respect. He taught me to be 
respectful towards everyone I’m working with. My dad is also a 
very hard worker and he has instilled a strong work ethic in the 
rest of us. He leads by example and, as a family, we would all be 

encouraged to roll our sleeves up and get stuck in. 
“The world that we work in is full of 

disappointments; that’s just the nature of it. Dad 
and I share the same attitude; we both try and 
see the positive in everything. I’m not one to sit 
around and feel sorry for myself. I can’t stand 
that. There’s no time for feeling sorry for yourself 
in our house, it’s very much, get on, get going and 
get the best out of it. I’m very much a live-in-the-
moment kind of person as a result; I want to enjoy 
life, which is something I have in common with 

my dad. You have to be able to enjoy the successes.
“My dad is very proud of what I’ve achieved, professionally, but 

he is also a great friend. If I need advice or help in any way, I have 
no problem going to him. I’m hugely proud of him, too – not just 
for training winning horses, but for the person he is. I have the 
utmost respect for him. It’s been great fun working with Dad – there 
have been ups and downs, but I wouldn’t change it for the world.” 

THE JOCKEYS
Katie Walsh, 30, is a professional jockey who this 
year became the third woman to win the Irish Grand 
National. She works with her father Ted, 65, a former 
jump jockey, horse trainer and television pundit.   
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P
eople often refer to Dad and I 
as ‘the twins’ because we are so 
similar. We are both naturally 
optimistic, positive, determined, 
creative, and we’re both 

adventurous. From an early age, my dad 
instilled in me a sense of adventure and 
fearlessness: some of my earliest memories 
are of my dad chucking me in the deep 
end of the pool to teach me how to swim; 
or putting me in the front seat of a car 
and doing doughnuts. I feel lucky to have 

THE ENTREPRENEURS
Fashion designer Zoë Jordan, 34, is the daughter of former 
F1 boss Eddie Jordan, 67. She says her famous father 
has taught her a lot about being fearless in business, the 
importance of teamwork and how to take her brand global.
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‘If I’m having a hard 
time, I can usually call 
Dad and it’s happened 
to him ten times 
worse. It’s good for 
perspective’

grown up with someone who has no fear 
of trying out new things; no fear of failure. 
That is what inspired me to give up my 
career as a bond trader to launch my own 
fashion line. Everything Dad does, he 
gives it his all, and I learned that if you 
are going to work hard and put so much 
of yourself into something, it has to be 
something that you really love.

“When I was younger, I used to love 
listening to Dad when he was making 
business calls and doing deals. He’s so 

dynamic, and I loved listening to how he’d 
diffuse a situation. That’s an interesting 
skill and something I’ve tried to pick up. I 
also used to go through his briefcase every 
night when he got home, so I knew what 
was going on. I was always fascinated with 
his business.

“Growing up in a world immersed in 
motor sport and travel has helped shape 
my career: there is an international element 
to my fashion collection, so having that 
world experience at such an early age has 
definitely filtered through. I’ve tried to 
embody that idea of natural confidence 
and that ‘throw on’ glamour. There are a 
lot of similarities between F1 and fashion: 
they are both glamorous worlds with a 
big focus on team building. Whether it’s 
beautiful fast cars or beautiful models, 
you are exhibiting in a similar way. And 
behind the scenes there are so many people 
working away, whether that’s a fashion 
cutter or an engineer. 

“I often go to him for advice – especially 
now that we are expanding internationally. 
He tries to hook me up with the right 
people, helping me expand the business. 
Above all, Dad taught me that it’s all 
about resilience. I wasn’t aware of how 
tricky running your own business is, but 
he’s taught me that it’s more about being 
able to anticipate when things go wrong 
and being able to handle it in the best way. 
There are going to be hard knocks and you 
just have to keep on believing in yourself. 
If I’m having a hard time, I can usually call 
Dad and it’s happened to him ten times 
worse. It’s good for a bit of perspective. 
I respect him, and he respects me and is 
proud of what I’m doing.”  
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