
Seven essential Irish road trips that are worth taking a Friday off work for.
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WICKLOW MOUNTAINS
WHERE? Hollywood to Glendalough
WHY? The Garden of Ireland is packed with stunning scenic 
drives, so it’s no surprise Glendalough and the surrounding areas 
have been the location of many a chick flick from PS I Love You to 
Leap Year. Start your own epic adventure in the picturesque village 
of Hollywood, driving towards the Wicklow Gap and on to the 
Blessington Lakes. There, you can kayak, windsurf or hire a boat, 
or stay on dry land and explore the woodland trails. Take a tour of 
the 18th century Russborough House, before driving on past the 
peat bogs of the Sally Gap to Glendalough, stopping for tea in the 
quaint village of Laragh along the way.   
DISTANCE: 23 kilometres.

NORTH EAST MAYO
WHERE? Ballina to Swinford
WHY? Known as the ‘lake district’ of Mayo, the area 
surrounding the Moy Valley and the Ox Mountains 
in north east Mayo takes in quaint villages, stunning 
mountain landscape and several picture-perfect loughs. 
Start at Ballina and head towards Crossmolina at the foot 
of Mount Nephin. Stop by the Heritage Centre in Enniscoe 
House, where you can enjoy afternoon tea, before 
travelling onwards towards Lahardane and Pontoon. 
You’ll pass Lough Conn and Lough Cullin, and there are 
several stunning walking trails in the area. Head on to 
Foxford, stopping at the friary and the Michael Davitt 
Museum, before visiting the village of Bahola and Meelick 
Round Tower. On the road back to Ballina, you’ll pass 
Callow and Carrowkeribly Lakes, the Ox Mountains and 
Lough Talt.  
DISTANCE: 135 kilometres round trip.
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THE BURREN
WHERE? Kilfenora to Ennis
WHY? Surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean and 
Galway Bay, The Burren in the north west 
of Co Clare boasts over 100 square miles of 
grey limestone. You can circle the epic rock 
garden, starting in the ancient cathedral 
town of Kilfenora heading west towards 
Lisdoonvarna. As you head towards the coast 
near Black Head, you’ll see the Connemara 
hills in the distance across Galway Bay. In 
the charming village of Ballyvaughan, you 
can explore the dramatic Aillwee Cave before 
heading south to the ancient monuments, 
Poulnabrone Dolmen and Caherconnell 
Stone Fort. Also worth a stop is the Burren 
Perfumery in Carran – the oldest working 
perfumery in Ireland – before visiting the 
ruins of Lemaneh Castle and rounding off 
your trip in Ennis, taking in Lough Inchiquin 
and the Clare Heritage Centre along the way. 
DISTANCE: 68 kilometres round trip.

FANAD PENINSULA
WHERE? Ramelton to Fanad Head
WHY? The scenic circuit at the Fanad Pennisula in Co Donegal is well 
signposted, so it’s easy to follow even if you’re not handy with a satnav. From 
the riverside village of Ramelton head along the coast to the Flight of the Earls 
Heritage Centre, and the nearby pier where you can hire a boat or take a dip 
in the blue flag beach at Rathmullen. Continue on towards Portsalon taking in 
hilltop views of Lough Swilly and Ballymastocker Bay – boasting three golden 
beaches framed by grassy dunes. Head towards the lighthouse in Fanad Head 
where you can see the rugged outline of Dunaff Head and Malin Head – the most 
northerly point of Ireland – across the bay.
DISTANCE: 72 kilometre circuit. 

THE RING OF KERRY
WHERE? Killarney to Glenbeigh
WHY: The world famous Ring of 
Kerry loops the coastline along the 
Wild Atlantic Way. Start in Killarney, 
then head clockwise to avoid traffic 
jams (tour buses must travel anti-
clockwise). You’ll pass through 
Kenmare, the villages of Sneem and 
Loher, and see the ancient stone fort 
between Caherdaniel and Waterville.  
Stop in Ballinskelligs for a swim, 
visit the castle or check out Skelligs 
Chocolate Factory. Further on at 
Valentia Island, you can check out 
the 385 million-year-old Tetrapod 
footprints fossil. More stunning 
beaches await before a stop off at 
Killorglin en route back to Killarney. 
DISTANCE: 200 kilometre circuit.

THE RING OF KERRY THE ATLANTIC DRIVE
WHERE? Rosguill Peninsula, Co Donegal
WHY? If you prefer your drives short and 
sweet, the Atlantic Drive in Co Donegal 
is perfect. This spectacular road loops 
Rosguill Peninsula and takes in dramatic 
views of the wild Atlantic Ocean. The 
most noteworthy views are found across 
Sheephaven Bay to Horn Head, and at 
the beautiful beaches linking together at 
Tranarosan Bay. Further on is Melmore 
Head, with views across to Fanad Head. 
Then the road winds high above Mulroy 
Bay with its many inlets, islands and 
peninsulas. An Meall Mór, you can look 
down at sandy beaches and sparkling 
ocean, while the Rosapenna golf links next 
to the glorious Downings Bay make up the 
stunning scenery at the end of the drive. 
DISTANCE: 12 kilometres.
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THE RING OF CORK
WHERE? Youghal to Midleton
WHY? You’re probably familiar with the 
Ring of Kerry, but Cork has its own scenic 
driving route taking in quaint coastal 
villages, harbours and stunning scenery. 
Starting in Youghal, travel south to the 
beautiful seaside towns of Shanagarry and 
Ballycotton. Follow the coast to Cobh, 
Crosshaven and Carrigaline, looking out 
for landmarks like Ballycotton Lighthouse 
and Cork Harbour. More charming 
villages await as you head on to Douglas 
and Ballincollig, before heading north to 
Watergrasshill and the peaceful drive from 
Glanmire to Carrigtwohill. Highlights 
along the way include The Jameson 
Distillery, Ballymaloe House and Cookery 
School and Fota Wildlife Park.
DISTANCE: 106 kilometres round trip.
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