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His new single R U Crazy is storming up the 
charts and he’s got a new book and album in the 
pipeline. We caught up with the gorge (and totally 
sweet) Conor Maynard to talk first kisses, celeb 

crushes and getting his heart broken.

Convo with



 Tell us about the new album. 
I was 19 when I did my first album 
and I’m almost 21 now, so I’m not a 
teenager anymore. It’s a bit more mature 
musically, and my inspirations have 
changed. Labrinth produced it. He’s 
incredibly talented, and the fact that he 
was a fan of my music to make him want 
to work with me was amazing.

 What inspires your music? 
Things that happen to you, experiences 
you go through…Whether it’s in a 
relationship or anything like that. 
That definitely inspires you lyrically; 
then places you go might inspire you 
musically in terms of the sound of it, 
and you hear other artists and songs that 
inspire you as well. 

 Any new collabs on the album? 
There’s definitely been some cool names 
I’ve got to work with, one of them being 
Timbaland. And Pharrell Williams. A 
lot of people have been inspirational to 
me, like Ne-Yo became a mentor to me 
in a way, but Pharrell is up there. He 
is so inspiring. Everything he says is 
profound, you don’t know whether he’s 
serious or joking. He’s a bit eccentric but 
he knows that and he likes that.

 What advice did he give you? 
Pharrell told me to always go for 
something different. Never try and fit in 
to what’s happening at the time, always 
try and think of what’s about to happen. 
Don’t be a follower, be a leader. 

 Have you ever been starstruck? 
I’m normally pretty good at meeting 
massive stars. I can normally prepare 
myself if I know I’m going to meet them. 
But if I ever bump into someone or meet 
them without realising I’m going to 
meet them, I get a bit starstruck. Like, 
I unexpectedly met Rihanna recently. 
She tapped on my chair when I was on 
a plane and said ‘Congratulations for 
everything.’ I was like ‘Ummm’. That 
was really weird. I met Ludacris as well. I 
was pretty starstruck because I randomly 
walked into him through a door.

 What’s the craziest thing a 
 Mayniac has done? 
Fans always do weird things! Once I 
was at a train station in Paris and a 
fan jumped down on the train track 

to get close to me and that was pretty 
dangerous. Once I was in a dressing room 
before my show and the fans had made 
a human ladder up against the wall to 
try and climb in the window. There was 
a hand sticking through the window! It 
is kind of scary because you don’t want 
anyone to get hurt and feel like it’s your 
fault when obviously it’s not your fault. 

 How do your Irish fans 
 compare to other Mayniacs? 
I don’t get over to Ireland as much as I’d 
like, but the Irish fans are all so dedicated, 
so I’m always excited to see them all again. 

 What was the first moment 
 you realised you’re famous? 
When I got signed, I was still living in my 
parents’ house in Brighton. It wasn’t until 
I’d be on Brighton Pier walking along 
and people would recognise me. When 
that happens and when you look at the 
charts and see your song sitting there, 
that’s when you realise, ‘Wow I’ve done 
something right’. No matter how many 
times it happens, it never gets old.

 Do you ever Google yourself? 
Every now and then. If something 
happens, I will check out what people 
think about it. I try and steer clear of 
reading the crazy rumours though!

 What’s the most rock ‘n’ roll 
 thing you’ve ever done?
I’ve trashed a hotel room before! Yeah, I 
felt really bad after it though, so that’s the 
less rock ‘n’ roll part of it! I felt pretty cool 
at the time.

 What’s the most expensive 
 item you’ve bought?
I recently bought a car. It’s a Porsche so 
that was pretty hefty on the wallet front. 

 How do your brother and sister 
 cope with your fame? 
Yeah, really well. They skip through all 
the music channels to see if my video is 
on. My brother has met a few famous 
people so he has had a lot of fun. My little 
sister is only 13. She met The Wanted the 
other day, so she definitely enjoyed that. 

 What has surprised you most 
 about the music industry? 
I think how fast it is. That’s what shocked 
me the most. People come and go a lot 

in this industry and the hard thing is 
holding on to your place. There is always 
that new up and coming artist who 
wants to take your place. 

 Do you get bored with the 
Justin Bieber comparisons? 
For me, everyone wants to be their own 
artist and getting compared to anyone, 
no matter who it is, can pull you back. 
You want to me seen as your own entity.

 You’ve got a new book, Take 
 Off, coming out. Would you 
 ever make a movie like Bieber? 
It would be really cool. I might get 
someone else to play me and do an 
actual story rather than a documentary. 
Do something different. Brad Pitt could 
play me if he’s free (laughs).

 Who’s your secret crush? 
Too many! No I’m joking! I think 
Beyoncé is probably up there as one of 
my favourites. If Jay-Z would step aside 
that’d be great (laughs)!

 Did you fancy Rihanna when 
 you met her? 
She’s very good looking in real life. I was 
pretty impressed. But she is quite small. 
She’s quite petite.

When was your first kiss? 
My first kiss was terrible. I was 13 and 
I didn’t know what I was doing. I was 
shaking and I think the girl thought I 
was having a panic attack. It was pretty 
terrible! I‘ve tried to forget about that so 
thanks for reminding me (laughs)!

 What do you look for in a girl? 
I look for that connection. When I meet 
a girl, it’s not about looks. Previous 
girlfriends that I’ve had, they are 
completely different. There is not a 
certain style or look that I go for. It’s 
more about a connection, whether you 
have the same sense of humour or you 
like the same music or something like 
that. It’s just someone you can be real 
with, really. That’s what I’m looking for. 

 What scares you? 
Rejection scares me. Both in my love life 
and in my career. I wear my heart on my 
sleeve. I’m a really romantic kind of guy 
and a lot of girls just shut me down! But 
you know, you keep going… 



If you had to join a girl 
band what one would it 
be and why? Kerri, Dublin
Destiny’s Child. They are 
probably the most talented 
girl band. 

How would you describe 
yourself on a dating 
website? Caitlin, Cork
Great guy looking for a great 
time… joking! No I like to 
be stupid and have fun, so I’d 
probably just say that. 

What is the cringiest 
thing that’s ever 
happened to you? 
Georgina, Dublin
I fell over on stage at my last show 
in Birmingham and it’s my own 
fault because I was splashing 
water around into the crowd and 
it made the stage really wet and 
I slipped over. There is a video 
online. I didn’t even style it out.

 If you where on death 
row, what would you 
order as your last meal? 
Shauna, Galway
Either a Nandos or a 
Sunday roast! 

Conor 
answers your 
questions!
His new single 
is called R U 
Crazy, so we 
asked you for 
your craziest 
questions for 

Conor.
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